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Message Text 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 PANAMA 05226 202204Z 
ACTION ARA-14 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO PM-05 NSC-05 SP-02 SS-15 CIAE-00 
INR-10 NSAE-00 DODE-OO HA-05 SAA-01 /058W 

126698 202227Z/73 

P 202200Z JUL 78 

FM AMEMBASSY PANAMA 

TO SECSTATE WASHDC PRIORITY 8065 

CONFIDENTIAL PANAMA 05226 

NOFORNAVNINTEL 

E.O. 11652: XGDS-1 
TAGS: PINT, SHUM, PN 

SUBJECT: REPORTED KILLING BY NATIONAL GUARD 

REF: A. STATE 183050 B. PANAMA 4549 

1 . EMBASSY DOES NOT HAVE CONFIRMATION OF INFORMATION 
REPORTED BY 470TH MI GP IN IR 2-771-0358. FOR YOUR IN- 
FORMATION, THE 470TH ADVISES THAT THE "HIGH RANKING GOV- 
ERNMENT OF PN OFFICIAL" MENTIONED IN THE SUMMARY AND IN 
PARA. 2 OF THE REPORT PROBABLY REFERS TO COMMUNITY REP- 
RESENTATIVE PEDRO SATURNO (PARA. 2A OF THE REPORT), AND 
THAT HE SHOULD HAVE BEEN DESCRIBED AS A "HIGH RANKING 
LOCAL OFFICIAL." 

2. ASIDE FROM "MATUTINO" ARTICLE REPORTED REF B, EMBASSY 
IS NOT AWARE OF ANY PUBLIC GOP STATEMENT ON THE CASE. 

HOWEVER, EMBOFFS HAVE BROUGHT THE MATTER UP WITH THE 
FOREIGN MINISTRY AND HAVE REQUESTED THE MINISTRY'S 
ASSISTANCE IN ESTABLISHING A WORKING-LEVEL CHANNEL TO 
THE NATIONAL GUARD FOR INQUIRIES ON THIS CASE IN PARTICU- 
LAR AND ON OTHER SIMILAR PROBLEMS WHICH MIGHT ARISE IN 
THE FUTURE. 

CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 PANAMA 05226 202204Z 

3. WE HAVE OBTAINED SOME INFORMATION - ALSO NOT REPEAT 
NOT CONFIRMED - FROM A PANAMENISTA PARTY SOURCE. AC- 
CORDING TO THIS SOURCE, THE GUARD OFFICER, FELIX CENTENO, 

WHO WAS ARRESTED FOR THE ALLEGED KILLING OF RAMON RIVERA, 

WAS HELD FOR ONLY A COUPLE OF DAYS AND IS NOW FREE. 

ARREST ORDERS HAVE BEEN ISSUED FOR NINE OTHER GUARD 
MEMBERS IN CONNECTION WITH THE ALLEGED BEATINGS OF OTHERS 
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INVOLVED IN THE INCIDENT, BUT NO ARRESTS HAVE BEEN MADE. 
REPORTEDLY, THE CASE IS IN THE HANDS OF THE ATTORNEY 
GENERAL, BUT THE PANAMENISTAS EXPECT THAT IT WILL BE 
’BURIED IN PAPERWORK." JORDEN 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 
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